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POTTER, John Mason 
b. Bridgton, Maine April 25, 1907 
March 2k* 196^ 
Mr. John M. Potter 
Cornell University News Bureau 
Ithaca, New York 
Dear Mr. Potter: 
Congratulations on the new book, THIRTEEN 
DESPERATE DAYS. It is a little surprising 
that this episode has not been previously 
written up thoroughly. One would almost say 
that nothing new can be written about Lincoln, 
but perhaps that will never be true. 
We hope that you may want to inscribe and 
present a copy to the Maine Author Collection. 
This is a permanent exhibit collection of books 
written by Maine people, and also books about 
the state. The inscriptions are fascinating-
pen-and-ink sketches, bits of verse, tributes 
to the state — and the whole collection 
distinctive. It attracts students and visitors 
the year round, and we also gather biographical 
and critical information to make our file on 
Maine writers and books as complete as possible. 
This collection, of course, is quite apart 
from the general lending section of the library, 
for which we buy the books. The Maine Author 
Collection has increased to its size and value 
chiefly through the interest and generosity of 
our authors, and we are truly grateful. 
Our very good wishes go to you f or the 
success of THIRTEEN DESPERATE DAYS. 
Sincerely yours 
In Charge of 
Maine Author Collection 
News Bureau 
CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
ITHACA, N. Y. 14850 
April 9, 1964 
Mrs. F. W. Jacob 
Maine State Library 
Augusta, Maine 
Dear Mrs. Jacob: 
I am happy to present a copy of THIRTEEN 
DESPERATE DAYS to the Maine State Library for the 
Maine Author Collection. 1 am sending a copy, 
suitably inscribed, which you should receive in a 
few days. Thank you for your invitation to place 
my book in such distinguished company. 
Sincerely yours, 
John Mason Potter 
Director, News Bureau 
JMP/s 
I ljfay 7» 1964 
Mr. John Maaon Potter 
Director, News Bureau 
Cornell University 
Ithaca, New York 1^850 
Dear Mr. Potter: 
Did you send the book? We want to be 
suitably patient, but we are now becoming a 
little concerned, for it hasn't yet arrived. 
We certainly don't want to lose the 
opportunity of havingcthe inscribed THIRTEEN 
DESPERATE DAYS in the Maine Author Collection. 
We hope it is just that you have been 
too busy with springtirae business to get the 
book into the mail. When it does come, we'll 
send word immediately. 
Sincerely yours 
hmj In Charge of 
Maine Author Collection 
May 13» 196lj. 
Mr. John Mason Potter 
Director, News Bureau 
Cornell University 
Ithaca, New York 1^850 
Dear Mr. Potter: 
The inscribed copy of THIRTEEN DESPERATE 
DAYS has arrived, and we are delighted to be 
able to add it to the Maine Author Collection. 
This is a bizarre tale, and the impact is 
emphasized by your matter-of-fact reporting of 
the facts. The account of the tension and 
intricate plotting will make an astonishing 
story for students of this period, and we are 
indebted to you for ferreting out the informa­
tion and assembling it in such dramatic form. 
Thank you very much for your interest in 
the Maine Author Collection, and for your 
generous presentation of THIRTEEN DESPERATE 
DAYS to the exhibit. 
Sincerely yours 
hmj In Charge of 
Maine Author Collecti 
Although we have you listed as born in Bridgton, 
we don't have any dates. Would you be willing, 
at your convenience, to let us have a brief 
autobiographical sketch? 
CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
ITHACA, N. Y. 14850 
News Bureau 
May 19,196k 
Mrs. F.W.Jacob 
Maine State Library 
Augusta, Maine 
Dear Mrs. Jacobs 
I am glad that you liked "Thirteen Desperate 
Days," and I am very proud to have it included in 
the Maine Author Collection. It appears to be enjoy­
ing a good sale, and the reviews in general have been 
very complimentary. 
I am enclosing a copy of a resume that I pre­
pared recently. THis will sjow that I was born in 
Bridgton on Pairl 25, 1907. What it does not show is 
that I graduated from Bridgton High School in 1926. 
For several years I worked as a feature writer 
on the late Boston P0st, and I went to Maine fairly 
frequently to do feature stories. I became acquainted 
with Horace Hildred, who was governor} with the now 
Senator Muskie, with Everett Greaton in the Maine 
Development Office, and many others. In fact, at that 
time I was writing more feature stories about Maine than 
anyone else— not even excluding newspapermen enployed 
by Maine papers# 
May 21, 1961J. 
Mr. John Mason Potter 
Cirector, News Bureau 
Cornell University 
Ithaca, New York llj.850 
Dear Mr. Potter: 
Thank you very much for sending the 
biographical sketch. This is just what 
we wanted, and we appreciate your kindness 
in giving us the information. 
Sincerely yours 
hmj In Charge of 
Maine Author Collection 
